D
uring the last several years of his life, John Muir worked exceedingly long hours to polish and publish a series of books about himself, his travels, and his conservation efforts. Most of his major writings were published in the decade before his death. Despite the sometimes overblown Victorian-style descriptions, his memoirs (My First Summer in the Sierra, 1911; The Story of My Boyhood and Youth, 1913) and his travel and conservation works (The Mountains of California, 1894; Travels in Alaska, 1915; The Yosemite, 1912) are still enjoyable and informative reading. Amid his attempts to publish these works based upon the journals and notes he meticulously kept throughout his life, he decided to make a final expedition, one that he had initially intended when he set out walking south from Indiana in 1867: to South America to see the Amazon Basin and the tropical forests. He was halted in Cuba on this first attempt by illness and poverty. In 1911, Muir, then 73 and recognizing that his age would soon make the trip impossible, finally set off to see the Amazon.
Muir clearly intended to publish a book, or at least several magazine articles, describing his odyssey to the Amazon, extended to include East Africa. However, this was never done. He was unsuccessful in obtaining photographs that would adequately illustrate the work; moreover, as indicated by his own correspondence, he was extremely busy finishing the works stemming from his studies, travels, and conservation efforts in the United States. Michael Branch, who worked for many years with Muir's manuscripts, journals, and correspondence in the Holt-Atherton Library at the University of the Pacific in Stockton, California, has transcribed, edited, and annotated the journals of Muir's journey to the Southern Hemisphere, and added correspondence pre-
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Books ceding, during, and following the journey. The overviews he presents-including a long prologue-provide biographical context for the journals and correspondence and in themselves form a lovely introduction to Muir in the context of his family, friends, scientific endeavors, and conservation efforts.
In compiling the journals and correspondence, Branch has produced a volume that will be of great value to students of Muir's conservation efforts and to historians of the conservation movement in the United States. The work places Muir's thinking and efforts into a greater, global context just as many are coming to recognize that conservation and environmental science must have a global perspective-even if the actions are purely local-if they are to make a real difference. This is not a volume to be taken up as casual reading; it is not one of Muir's own travel books. Those who would read Muir's writings for enjoyment rather than scholarly activity will not find this volume of great interest. The journals themselves are the most interesting sections, but the lack of illustrations, which prevented Muir from publishing his impressions of South America and Africa, has only slightly been remedied; most of the illustrations are of Muir himself, with only three photographs of the trees that were one of the major scientific reasons for his travels (one of Araucaria imbricata, the monkey puzzle tree, in the Andes but none of Araucaria braziliensis in Brazil, and two of Adansonia digitat, the baobab tree in Africa). Reproductions of the journal pages with Muir's sketches are helpful, but for those of us who are not botanists, more information about these species and why Muir found them so fascinating would have been more helpful.
The correspondence is less interesting. Some individual letters, presenting impressions that were not made in the journal and placing the journey in the context of Muir as a friend and father, make a useful addition to the journals. However, as might be expected, Muirlike most of us-repeated descriptions when writing to different people about the same events. These iterations, clearly beneficial to the original recipients of the letters, make them on the whole less interesting to the casual reader. It is also difficult to remember all of Muir's diverse correspondents. Indeed, my only substantial criticism is that an appendix listing all persons mentioned in the journals and correspondence and their relationship to Muir would have been helpful. While reading the journals and correspondence, particularly toward the end when most persons had been introduced, if a less common name appeared I had to find the name in the index and then in the footnote to the initial reference; an appendix would have been far easier to use.
The volume will undoubtedly be of great use to scholars, and I anticipate that both Muir's own writings (the journals and letters) and the scholarly presentations and overviews Michael Branch provides will prompt some reinterpretations of Muir's other writings and conservation activities. For those of us who read Muir's writings for pleasure, this work will probably not add greatly to our enjoyment, except insofar as we may anticipate some revision and new biographical work, perhaps by Michael Branch himself. Wasserman interviewed women who have been elected to the National Academy of Sciences, one of the highest honors a scientist can achieve. This select academy nominates and admits 60 new members a year based on "distinguished and continuing achievements in original research." The academy now has about 1,900 members and 300 foreign associates. To put the numbers in perspective, consider that more than 25,000 doctorates in the sciences are awarded annually.
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Wasserman contacted all 86 living female members of the academy in the biological, physical, mathematical, and engineering sciences, and received information from 66. She asked these women about their attraction to science, their career paths, and husbands and families, and she gave them the chance to proffer advice to younger colleagues. The bulk of the book consists of 26 narrative biographies of women selected to represent a variety of experiences and scientific disciplines; comments of the other interviewees are included in the beginning and closing chapters. The narratives are arranged chronologically by decade of birth.
Life has gotten easier for women scientists over the decades, as reflected in the chapter titles: "Finding a Niche: Women Born before 1920,""Fiercely Independent: Women Born in the 1920s,""Caught in a Tidal Wave of Change: Women Born in the 1930s," and "Through Open Doors: Women Born after 1940." It's the details of these personal stories that are most interesting, as they illustrate these women's remarkable creativity and productivity in the face of sometimes obvious and sometimes subtle challenges, ranging from being turned down for positions to routinely being ignored in conversation. Wasserman also identifies common themes in her informative concluding chapters. For example, unlike most male scientists, many female academy members developed concrete career goals at relatively late stages in their careers. Though a few of the profiled women followed a straightforward career path from undergraduate to graduate to postdoctoral appointment to full-time position, more often they took a circuitous route, with periods of unemployment, partial employment, or time off for family duties. Interviewees commonly cited similar reasons for their success, including the support of sympathetic senior faculty, mentors that guided decisions at crucial points, and supportive families and spouses. One academy member explained, "If a husband does not support his wife's career as a scientist, the wife has only two choicesgive up her career or give up the husband." Many women discussed balancing the demands of children and career. (It would be interesting to see the degree to which male academy members also emphasize these concerns, and how that has changed over the decades.) Mostly, however, the moral to be drawn from the narratives is that gumption and perseverance in the face of cultural expectations, particularly for older women, has been all-important. Interestingly, several foreign-born immigrants to the United States mentioned that they were already Books misfits in American culture, making it easier for them to continue to "break the rules" by engaging in science.
There are striking differences in the representation of women across disciplines. The biological sciences are an especially good place for women: Half of the graduate students in 1997 were women, compared with less than 20% in engineering, as the NSF report states (although the number of tenured women, especially at the senior levels, lags behind that of men). Part of this phenomenon is surely because women role models attract women. For example, several of the academy members accepted positions based on the fact that other women were in the hiring department.
My criticisms of the book are fairly minor. The format of the narratives tends to be somewhat repetitive. Many, for example, have a sentence that begins something like "X has received numerous honors," followed by a list. It might have been more effective to put such facts in a table at the top of each narrative, allowing the reader to get to the voices of the women themselves more quickly. I found the book most enjoyable when I picked it up and sampled a few narratives at a time.Yet the volume is well organized, the overview chapters are valuable (including the last, which collates suggestions for institutional change), and it is a pleasure to learn a little about the lives of these remarkable people. 
